ECONOMY SECTORS




INDUSTRY

By the early 905, the accelerated growth of science-intensive in-
dustries defining the scientific and fechnical progress allowed positive
results to be reached in the industrial complex developinent. The growth
rate of production of electronic and computer products, and precise
instrumentation exceedad 2.5-3 times that of conventional products in
the machine-building sector.

However, in 19911995, the production plummeted and industrial
structure was subjected to drastic changes due to shortfall of mvest-
ments, wear and tear of fixed assetz, reduced demand primarily for
science-intensive products caused by the collapse of the FEU military
and industrial complex.

The package of antirecession measures taken by the Government
allowed the operation of the majority of indusinal seciors o be stabilized
by the end of 1995, Over the recent years, the entire industry and its lead-
g sectors charactenized by qualitatively new structure have been conti-
nuously increasing the production of commodities being in demand,

The economy performance for 19962004 provides evidence that the
indusiry is on the upsurge both in expori-oriented sectors (ferrous metal-
lurgy, machine-building, chemical and petrochemical, woodworking in-
dustries) and in the sectors producing mainly for the domestic market
(construction materialzs, consumer goods and food). The pre-crisis 19490
output was already reached in 1997 in some industries (ferrous metal-
lurgy, forest, woodworking and pulp-and-paper industries). In 2004, the
industry in general, managed to reach the pre-crisis level. The average
annual growth rate of the output amounted to 100.5% in 19962000,




The industrial wurnaround is mainly atiributed w more professional
marketing, certification of manufactured products, development of
integrated links with the CIS countries, primarily with Hussia, impro-
vement of the industrial complex structure — development of processing,
scienee-intensive, export-onented and impon-substimuting industrigs,

The share of new types of products increased by 7% of the fotal
oulpul aver the last five vears and amounted to nearly 10.5% in 2004,
while that of the certified products — by nearly 55 8%

[uring that period, the industry embarked on restructuring through
denationalization and privatization and establishment of iterstate
financial and industrial groups with enterprises of the Russian Fede-
ration and Baltic States,

Fuel and Energy Sector, The core of the fuel and energy sector is
power engineering meeting the needs of the national economy by
operating the wnified energy system. The production potenbial of the
Belarsian energy system comprises 35 Belenergo Group large and
medinm-sized public utility heat-power plants and 15 hydropower plants
with the total capacity of 7.9 million kKW, 11 small-sized heat-power
plants with the total capacity of 15 thousand kWh, 7 thousand kilemeters
of the grid-fomming high-voltage power transmission lines and over
2 thousand kilometers of district heating networks. In 2004, Belarusian
power plants generated 31.2 hillion kWh of electricity meeting nearly
#0% of the country s needs.

Combined heat power plants make up over half in the structure of the
Belarusian power plants, thereby defining specific consumption of the
fuel equivalent for generation of power and heat (267 gkWh and
16% kg/Geal) corresponding to the best world analogs. Natural gas ma-
kes up 74% of the fuel consumption in the Belarmsian power system.



The Belarusian fuel industry comprises oil and peat production and
refinmg/processing enterprises, with the large-sized refineries being
dominant in that sector. In 2004, 35 peat cxtracting and peat processing
enterprises produced 2.0 million tons of peat which is used for pro-
duction of peat briquettes and peal nutrient mixture for domestic and
export markets.,

Metallurgy. The metallurgical complex comprises 15 ferrous and
5 non-ferrous industries, the main products of which are certified in
many countries and comply with the international standards. The largest
enteTprises include; National I.,.'|1i1£|r}I Enterpnse Belarusian Steehworks
{Zhlobhin), the Public Joint Stock Company Megilev Steelworks and
Rechitsky Hardware plant. The production of rolled non-ferrous metal
increased 2. 8-fold in 2004 compared to that in 1995,

The chemical and petrochemical industry 15 one of the dominant
seciors of the industrial complex. Afier a temporary recession of owiput,
the mdustry has been steadily growing since 1995, The sectoral structure
of the chemical and petrochemical industry is extremely diverse.

The chemical fiberfilament, mining and chemical {potash fertilizer
production) and chemical and petrochemical industries are the leaders in
terms of the size of the labor force and output. Enterpnses of the above
sectors produce 0% of the total output in the sector and are the main
chemical products exporters.



71 enterprises and arganizations within
the state-owned Selnefieklim Group fom
the core of the petrochemical complex.
The major lines of business of the Group
are oil production, transportation and re-
fining and sale of petrolenm products;
production of mineral fertilizers; chemical
fiter and filament; tires; glass-fiber pro-
ducts; wvanishes and paints and  plastic
goods. Over hall o its produets the Group
exports (o the extemal market. They are
exported to more than 80 countries world-
wide. In 2004, the aniweal foreign turnover
of the Group amounted 1o USD & ballion,
including export — over USD 4 billion.

Belarus is not among the leading oil
producers, however, domestic market necds
are met partially by locally produced oil,
The Association Selarusnef, being o part
of the Group, produces approsamately
1.8 million tens of o1l a year. The Group
comprises Cromel and Novopolotsk Oruziibae
oil-transportation enterprises which trans-
ferred 84.2 million tons of Russian il o
European countries i 2004, amd  also
Production Association Nufien and Joint-
Stock Company Mozye Refinery,

33 enterpnscs supplying  petroleum
products and 522 gasoline stations (of
them, 356 owned by Selfieftekhin Group)
contribute to the leading position of the
Ciroup i the Belarusian gasoline market.

The Production Association Sefarsneft
alse provides a wide range of services, in-
cluding two and three-dimensional seis-
mi¢ exploration, seismic well investiga-
tions, computer-aided processing and in-
terpretation of the seismic exploration
data, investigation and identification of
potential oil and gas-Bearing sirat, assess-
ment of porosity, oil saturation and ¢fec-
tive capacity of rocks, peological and tech-
nological control over deep wells being

developed.




The Production Association Naffan is the largest refinery in Europe,
its design capacity for primary oil refining is over 24.0 million tons of oil
a year. The PA Maftar produces a diverse range of petroleum products.
The products are supplied to 18 countries of Europe and America.

Production capacities of the JSC Mozyr Refinery allow 16.0 million
tones of ol a year to be refined. The refinery’s produects are exported to
12 coumnimies of Europe and Asia.

The Gomel and Novopolotsk Dezliba o1l transporters provide ser-
vices for ransporting ol 1o Belarusian refineries and also transler nearly
E0%% of the export Russian oil to Germany, Poland, Baltic States, Ukraine
and ofher couniries,

The share of the chemical sector in the total Group's operations
mukes up over 35%, and in the total exports — over 50%. The following
chemical enterprizes are leading in the Group:

* Mogilev Production Association Kiimvelodne being the largest
polyester fiber and vam producer in Europe;

* Svetlogorsk Production Association &fimvedaine; Grodno Pro-
duction Association Khimvalodno, Novopolotsk Production Association
Podymir; Polotsk Production Association Stekfovelokeno;

+ Production Association Belarskaly (Soligorsk) — the largest
potash fertilizer producer in the world (the share of the enterprise makes
up over 0.2% of the total world export of potash fertilizers);

+ Grodno Production Association dzor;

« Giornel Chemical Plant; Belarusian Tive Integrated Plant Belehing is
a muli-production enterprise manufacturing 1 70 tvpical sizes of tires for
cars, trucks, heavy-duty trucks, buses, trolley-buses, handling machi-
nery, road-construction machinery, tractors and agnculiural machinery:
Public Joint-Stock Company Lakekraska: Bonsov Plastic Plant.




Machine building and metal working
are the leading mdustrial seetors in Bela-
rus. In 1990, they sccounted for 34.2% of
the wotal industrial output and cwrrently,
despite the recession, they account for
20.0% { 2004).

Traditionally, production associations
and enterprises the scctor comprises arg
subdivided into 3 groups: machine build-
g, metal structeres and products; and
repair of machimery and eguipment.

The sectoral structure of the first group
{machine building} is rather diverse, Ii in-
cliudes as follows: power enginesning,
mining industries, electrical indusiry, che-
mical and petrochemical engineering, ma-
chime-tool and tool industry, intersectoral
industry, mstrument making  (including
specialized plants of aviation, malitary,
shipbuilding and radic industries), motor
and bearing il!l:lu.‘il!l!":', tragtor, .'Lgl.'i;ullur:tl
machinery, road construction and munici-
pal uwiilities equipment engineening, ma-
chine building for consumer goods and
food industries and houschold applianes
enginecring, The lesding sectors in the
maching buillding are motor industry, in-
strument-making and electrical industnies,
radioclectronics, tractor and agricultural
machinery engineering.

The machine-building enterprises de-
veloped over 300 new types of commer-
cial products. They accounted for nearly
25% of the total output, 67% of producis
were certified. Truck tractors, side ticks,
BelAZ mine dump trucks with a special
baody, mine cars, heavy-duty trucks and a
number of modifications of special vehi-
cles were started up by the Minsk Wheeled
Tractor Plant.




The radioelectronics industry’s enterprises produce subpackages of
Sareilive controllers for oil'gas complex of the Russian Federation, pro-
tvl'.lt:,']'!ll:ﬁ 1'|1'I'I'IE'-¥' I'I'II'.'ESLL'I'II'EE nstrments, Counters, SCnsors, rﬂ'.\WI:T ﬁl.lrlpl}'
units and automated-control cabinets were fabricated.

Enterprises of the electrical, mechano-optical and instrument-mak-
ing industries launched the production of new types of power transfor-
mers, transformer substations, traction motors for trollev-buses, passen-
ger elevators for transporting invalids, special elevators, iransistor,
wvariable-frequency electrical drives, cic,

By 2005, over 150 sector’s enterpnses received certificates of con-
formity of the quality system to requirements of the [SO 9000, 77 ma-
chine-building enterprises ceriified their quality sysiems. Minsk Bearing
Plant and PISC Atlans were the first ameng the enterprises in the sector to
certify the system of environmental control according to IS0 14006 and
over 200 other enterprises are preparing for certification. The Mogilev
Plant Electrodvigaied has been granted the nght to label the manu-
factured motors with CE mark. The production of the stee] wire cord amd
wire or the molor industey at the Belarusian Steelwoiks is certilied
according to the QS2000, while Minsk Truck Plant received the cep-
tificate from the Switzerland SGS company that allowed it to build up its
export potential.

The machime-building products account for a dominant share in the
total exports of Belarus. The scientific and technical and production
potential available in the sector allows for manufacture of products being
in demand in the domestic and external markerz, Currently, integrated
measures arg being developed aimed at promoting integration and in-
corporating leading Belarusian machine builders into the international
corporate structures. More and more attention is being paid to com-
mercialization and restructuring of machine-building enterprises {in-
cluding attraction of foreign investors),

The Belarusian machine-tool industry
comprises 28 entenpwises and organizations
including machine tool and tool plants, cn-
terprises. producing universal production
accessories, press and foundry equipment,
special designing bureaus, research amd
designing’engineering instinutes, The ran-
ge of machine tools being produced en-




compasses all groups according to the
classification accepted in the machine-tool
mcustry and allows technical requirements
of enterprises in different sectors to be met.
In accordance with the Program Machine
Tools and Toods, new models of machine
tocls and tools have been developed: a new
semiautomated circular grinding machine
which serves as a basis for developing
special medels of automated machines for
Belarusian bearing and truck plants, as well
as for export to CIS and foreign countiies,

A pew basic model of the NC hvdraulic sheet-bending press deve-
loping force of 6300 kN has been engineered to manufacture parts from
sheet metal and flats with high accuracy.

Thee jigs and process for manufacturing an interchangeable ring ool

have been developed. To manufacture the tool, the shape-forming tech-
nigue, that is, cross-wedge rolling allowing the metal recovery to be in-
creased up (o 0.95 i3 usad; a special thermal treamment increases strength
and durability propertics of the tool by 20-25%. Manufacturing the tool
locally will allow import of the tool to be stopped.




Muotor Industry, Belarus specializes in manufacture of trucks, In the
recent years, it has substantially increased the quality of manufsctured
trucks, coaches and special-purpose vehicles. The sectoral enterprises
manufacture vehicles with a camrying capacity up to 220280 tons and
higher, The Minsk Automobile Plant alone manufactures over 1K) modi-
fications of trucks, This is the only enterprize in the CIS producing main-
line trains conforming io the EURO-2 and EURO-2 reguirements.

The motor industty comprises 44 en-
terprises and organizations  producing
trucks, traing for international freight
traftic, dump-trecks, lumber carmers, all-
wheel drive vehicles with increased cross-
country capacity, heavy-duty high-carry-
ing capacity mine trucks and dump truck
tratlers, loaders, self-propelled scrappers,
tratlers and semitrailers, motor-caravans,
bieyeles, motoreveles, vehicle components
and spares

Inn the line with the Program Belavio-
traktovestroenie (Truck awd Tractor Builid-
ingd, new models of BelAZ mine trucks
been developed: new powerful models of
IW-350 hp tractors have been manufac-
tured; the processing plant LUPSM-10 has
been started up which is to be used for
rehabilitation of wells 2.000-3,000 m deep



[EH] I'Ifil'lg I!Il]FgL‘lI il:li '|'I|'\G1I.|'|:II.'I.'|!\ I'Ii_'ll.'k Ly
operation, This plant opens up 4 new page
in the export-onented activity of the Bela-
rusian machine-building industry,

Among the leaders in the sector are the
following enterprises: Minsk Automaolbile
Plamt, Minsk Wheeled Truck Tractor Plant,
Belarusian Truck Plant in Zhodine, Mo-
gilev Truck Plant named atter 3 .M, Kirovw,
Minsk Engine Plant, and Minsk Motor-
cycle and Bicyele Plant,

Tractor and Agricultural Mach
Industry, The sector operates 38 enterpri-

ery

ses supplying equipment to the agribusi-
ness sector, including the processoms.

The leader in the sector — the Produc-
tion Association MWinsk Tractor Works
s among the T world largest tractor ex-
porters, I produces 300350 hp universal
row-crop tractors, 2035 hp small tractors,
8—12 hp motor units and mini tractors, mu-
micipal losders, mine and forest operation

vehicles

The dominant enterprises in the seotor

are also the Production Association Geom-

setmash and PISC Lidvelmash.

P




Construction, Hoad and Municipal Machine Building. The
sector operates 24 enterprises producing the larger share of machi-
nes, equipment and tools needed by the road-building/'maintenance
companies, construction companies and utilities, The leaders in the
seetor are PISC Am&odor (Minsk), the Unitary Enterprise Mogilev-
transmash, Mozye Reclamation Machinery Plant, Volkovysk Plant
of Roofing and Construction/Finishing Machines.

Machine-Building for Food and
Consumer Goods Industries. House-
hold Appliances. Notwithstanding nume-
rous offers o import equipment for the
food and consumer goods industrics, as
well as household appliances, the Bela-
musian machine-huilding industry  main-
tains a strong footing in this sector. The
sector operates 21 enterprises. The J5C
Adlant launched a line of household refri-
gerators and freezers of the new genera-
tion with modemn design, and also auto-
matic washing machines, a substantial
share of which is exported.

The electronie industiy comprises
the frregral Rescarch and Production
Association {Minsk), world leader in
IC manufacture, Planar Research and
Production Concern of Precise Machi-
ne Building (Minsk), Monolir Vitebsk
Production Association and a number
of other enterprizes producing high-tech
products.

The electrical industry operates
44 enterprises. The largest of them include
Brest Electric Incandescent Lamp Plant,
Mogiteviifimash Plant the products of
which operate in over 20 countries world-
wide, including the Saikanur space laun-
ching complex.

The mechano-optical industry actu-
ally was an imtegral part of the defense
complex in the past, This secior, sill pro-
ducing products developed for the military
purposes, currently is increasing the range
of products for civil use. The sector ope-
rates enterprises manufaciuring science-
intensive products, meluding  space
prosducts. The largest enterprize is the Be-
larusian  Mechano-Optical  Association
(BelOMA ) (Minsk).




The instrument-making industry
operates 37 enterprises, of them, 7 plaved
an important role in meeting the couniry’s
pequireinents in radiometric control devi-
ces afier the Chernoby] nuclear disaster,

The radio-engineering industry com-
prises over 7i research and prodl.u:ﬁun as-
sociations, plants, research and design-
ing/enginecring institutes. The major ran-
ge of products includes as follows: uni-
versal software and hardware systems,
professional and home PC and various
computerized workstations, electronic ex-
changes, television equipment, cellular
telephone communication equipment, -
dio transmitters and receivers, etc, The
sector’s television enterprises Fovizons
and Finvaz produce color TV scts having
the same sct of functions as those of the
world-known foreign companies, includ-
ing digital technology-based TV sets.

Consumer Goods and Textile Industries, 1437 enterprises and pro-
duction units emploving 136.6 thousand people operate in the Belarusian
consurner goods industry. The major tvpes of products include textile, knit-
wear and garment, as well as leather foot-wear. The scientific and techni-
cal level of the Belarssian consumer goods industry is rather high. A size-
alble fraction of the sector’s products is competitive in the world market,




AGRIBUSIMNESS SECTOR

The Belarusian agribusiness sector includes the following subsec-
tors: farming industry (crop and animal husbandry), processing industry
(food, flour-grinding and cercal, compound feed, primary flax pro-
cessing), service sphere (production/engineering, reclamation, land ma-
nagement, scientific. agrochemecal, veterinary, construction, trade and
other services). Animal husbandry, flax growing. cereal cropping, sugar-
beet cropping and oil-seed cropping subsectors are priontized in the
Belarusian agnibusiness sector.

For the last 4 years, reforming of the agribusiness sector resulted in
the increased output of staple food products. Stll large-size collective
and state farms operate in the country. Adoption of the Land Code
created an environment for an efficient use of farm lands, Currently, the
loss-making farms are being more dynamically reformed amd deve-
lopment of private farms and farmsteads is being promoted.

The agricultural sector makes up approximately 9—10% of the GDE.
The size of agricultural and arable land for 1 Belarusian citizen is 0.% ha
and 0.6 ha, respectively. The state-owned agricultural land area 15
.37 million ha {30.9% of the total agriculiural land area). the agricul-
tural lamd owned by individuals is 1.34 million ha.

The farming industry specializes in producing animal husbandry pro-
ducts (milk, meat) and cropping flax and potato. Cereals, vegetables,
5u,5url:u:e1.. rape, and fodder crops are intensively cultivated.

[n 2004, Belarus produced an average
of 65 kg of meat, 350 kg of milk amd
300 eggs por capita.

Among the CIS countrnies, Belarus
ranks third in flax production following
Russia and Ukraine.

The processing mdustry comprises large
meat, dairy, flavoring, fish, flour-grinding/ce-
real, compound feed and primary flax pro-
cessing subsectors, It operates 4,701 enter-
prises and production units emploving
131.% thousand people. The above indust-
ries of the agnbusiness seclor were maone
efficient in adapting to the market environ-
mient m [ 995-2004 than the farming mdustry.




FORESTRY SECTOR

The forestry sector of the Republic of Belarus comprises subsectors
andl industries involved i reproduction, protection and conservation of
forest resources and other useful forest factors (forestry), as well as
harvesting, mechanical, chemical/mechanical and chemical processing
of rawwood and waste (forest, woodworking and pulp-and-paper m-
dustries), The sector opetates 4,671 enterprises and production units of
various categories of ownership.

Forest resources are one of the major natural wealth of Belars, Total
wiond slock is 1.3 Billion m’, The forest Tund covers an area ol about
9.2 million ha, Owing o the targer policy i the sphere of forest
complex management, stocked forest areas and the total stock increased
by 11.2% and 39.0%, respectively, over last 20 vears. The forests of Be-
larus are state-owmned.

The ecomomic reform started in the forestry of Belars since 1993, Its
objective 15 to increase efficiency of forest resources uilizstion by
improving the forestry management, liberalizng lumber and wood
products foreign irade, implementing mar-
ket techniques of trading timber and deve-
loping export potential of the sector,

Belarusian forest woodworking and
pulp-and-paper indusiry is rapidly deve-
lopamg. In 19962004, the sector mercased
outpul over 3 imes, The woodworking in-
dustry (65.6% of the total output) and
pulp-and-paper industry (18.4%) are do-
minant in the sector of the forest industral
complex. The furmiture production is do-
minant in the woodworking industry
50%% of the oulpu.

In 2004, the privale sector accounted
for 65.0% and 73.6% of the total number
of enterprises and output, respectively.

The production capacity of the Bela-
rustan forest, woodworking and pulp-and-
papet indusiey allows not only the needs of
the domestic markel Tor the majonty of
products to be met, but alse a substanial
part of them | 506094 to be exported.




CONSTRUCTION SECTOR

The construction sector of Belarus comprises the civil engineering
and a range of industnies and production units servicing the construction
operations, supplying logistics, providing research, designingsurvey
and pilot'designing support and training personnel. The construction
materials and structures industry, as well as enterprises of the glass and
porcelain and faience industry, machine building, metal working, forest
and woodworking industries form the industrial core of the sector, The
construction sector produces about #%% of the gross domestic product.

The organizations employing up o 50 people account for the largest
share (84,1%0). Over 3.6 thousand organizations are small-business enti-
ties emploving an average of 17 people cach.

Construction organizations have been subjected 1o more dynamic
denationalization and privatization. In 2004, private contractors imple-
mented about 72.0%, of contractual works.

The housing construction is one of the priority spheres of the
governmental social policy. Belarus ranks first among the CIS co-
untries in commissioning housing. The Belarusian citizens are
provided with the state support in the form of lump-sum non-
refundable subsidics and soft loans to construct housing. Extra-bud-
cetary funds are used extensively to finance housing.

In the last vears, to improve and de-
velop the housing construction, the sector
changed over to constructing buildings of
modern architectural and lavout svstems
allowing for significantly improving con-
sumer qualities of dwelling blocks, redu-
cing construction cost due to lower mate-
rial and energy input during construction.




The Belarusian architects, wrban planners and designers who aban-
doned standardized designing and changed over 0 unique arclitectural
designing were able within a short time 1o implement a number of pro-
Jects creating unique architectural forims,

The material foundation of the construction sector 18 the construction
matertals and structures industry operating over 1.4 thousand enterprises
and production units of various categones of ownership. OFf them,

122 enterprises are on independent (mdustnal) balance accounting for
over T0% of the sutput,

Thee sector’s enterprises produce over | 70 types of construction mias
terials and products. The capacities of construction materials and struc-
tures manufacturers allow domestic needs (o be fully met and the pro-
ducts to be supplied to the CIS and foretgn countries. Belams exports
glass, cement, walling, roofing, facing matenials, etc. Locally produced
materials and products allow buildings and structures to be constructed
meeting the Evropean standards in terms of durability and esthetics,

Thie leaders in the sector are such enterprises s Gomelsteklo (ranks
third i production of polished glass in the world), Keramin {ceramic
and facing tiles), Krovlva (roofing materials), and Belarusian cement
plant, efc.

TRADE

Trade and public catering make up 9.8% in the scctoral structure of
the gross domestic produst,

Intermediate management links, that monopolized operations, have
been mainly eliminated in the rade sector o establish leasing and joint-
stock companies and also collective enterprises. Wholesale depots are
being transformed inte public joint-stock companies, The main restructu-
ring schemes in the retal trade included corporatization and sale of outlets
at the auctions, and buving-ou of the leased property by work collectives,



Mearly 28.3 thousand outlets with the shop floor area of 2.8 min o’
and 10,0 thousand public catering enterprises have a capacity to service
G6B7 thousand customers operated in the Belarus in the retail business as
ofthe beginning of 2005,

Wholesale food markerts are established in Regional centers 1o supply
cities and induestrial centers. Minimarkets and small retail outlets for
wholesaling and retailing agricultural produces to the commimunities,
trade and public catening companies are established in other towns of
Belarus.

Expositions and Fairs

Annually, Belarus hosts nearly 100 inlemational specialized expo-
sitions, resonal exhibition activities, international and specialized fuirs.

The iternational specialized expositions and specialized fairs are
held by the Mational Exposition Center BelEXPO, Exposition Asso-
clation EXPOFORUM, Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Private
Joint-5tock Company MinEXPO and a number of other organizations.

Belarus annually hosts international book and periodicals fairs,
consumer goods, machinery and equipment fairs for the consumer
goods industry, fairs of consumer goods, medical equipment, con-
struction materials and equipment, furniture, materials and com-
penents for furniture production, equipment and industrial pro-
cesses, cquipment for the farming industry, ete,

Annually, expositions and fairs relating
to the major types of goods and services
are held in the republic. Such expositions
and fairs as BELTEXLEGPROM, PROD-
EXPO, MEBEL, AWTOSHOU, TURBIZ-
MES and oihers are well known in the
country and abroad with involvement of
up to 300 companies worldwide,

The regions mainly host universal and
multisectoral fair-expositions, Regional
exhibition activities are held by the Natio-
nal Exposition Center BelEXPO and Re-
gional divisions of the Belarusian Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry,

Mational expositions and national stands
of the Republic of Belarus are annually
presented al different world expositions
(fairs), including in Germany (Hanover),
Great Britan { London), Russia (Moscow),
Hungary {Budapest), China {Shang-hai)
and India (Delhi).




The largest international fairs

in Belarus to be held in 2005

# RECREATION-2005/14 4 200517 42005
£ Spring Fair of Tourist Services
fel. (+375-17)234-11-92

* BELTEXLEGPROM-SPRING/19.4.2005-2] .4 2005
16" International Fair-Exposition of Consumer Goods and Textile
Prosducts Wholesale
tel (+375-17) 234-00-56

* MASS MEDIA IN BELARUS/3.5.2005-6.5.2005

* MILEX-2005/17.5.2005-20.5, 2005
¥ International Arms and Military Equipment Exposition
fel (+375-17) 208-68-54

« DESIGN-EXCHANGE-2005/14.6.2005-17.6.2005
3" International Specialized Exposition
tel. {(+3175-17) 268-68-54

* WEEK OF FASHION FOR HEALTH/8.9 20051092005
International Specialized Exposition
tel. (+375-17)234-30-09

* SPORTEXPOVE 92005 10.9.2005
T Specialized Exposition
fel (+375-17) 234-30-09

« HUNTING ANDY FISHINGY 16,9 2005 1% 9 2005
Internaticnal Specialized Fair-Exposition
fel (+375-17)234-24-13

* PACKAGING WORLD27.92005-30.9 2005
6" International Specialized Exposition
tel (+375-17) 286-TE-54

« TOURBUSINESS 23, 11.2005-26.11.2005
12 International Specialized Exposition
el (+375-17) 234-11-92



FINANCIAL MARKET

The law v Natiowal Bank and lvw O Banks and Borking form the
legislation framework for operation of a two-tier banking system in
Belarus, The Mational Bank is in charge of regulating and coordinating
monetary relations, stimulating development of financial institutions,
issuing mwoney, and regulating foreign banking activity, Commercial
banks effect active and passive banking operations at the cost of own and
borrowed funds, keep free reserves on accounts with a National Bank,
independently define the procedure of attracting and using resources.
Transactions of sale and purchase of resources may be effected both in
Belarus and abroad. Banks with 100%, forcign capital may be formed.
Foreign legal entities may have currency and BYR accounts with the
authaorized hanks i Belarus,

The principal puidelines of the menetary policy annually designed by
the Matienal Bank and approved by the President of the Eepublic of Be-
larus are the most important document regulating operation and deve-
lopment of the monetary sphere, currency market and banking sector.

Since 2000, Belarus pursues a rather tight monetary policy which
allowed inflation to be curbed. Positive level of real interest rates and
relative stabilization of the BY R market rate contributed to the balanced
supply and demand in the currency market

A central component of the monetary policy in 200012004 was the
foreign exchange pelicy onented at attaining smooth and predictalyle
dynamics of the Belarusian ruble exchange rate by pegging it to the

Russian ruble.




I recent vear, the National Bank has embarked on a number of
actions to liberalize the currency market. Mew Rules of foreign exchange
transactions related to capital flow and regulating attraction of credits
wned lopns not only i cash, but i the form of currency values, trans-
actions of securities issued by nonresidents of the Republic of Belarus
have been adopted.

The Bank Code of the Republic of Belarus, which was put into etfect,
allowed the regulutory and legal framework of the prudential supervision
and banking activity regulation to be revised,

Totally, 32 commercial banks operated in Belarus as of 1112005,
The largest of them are Joint-Stoeck Saving Bank Selarwshank, Joint-
Stock Commercial Bank (JSCB)y Belagroprombank, JSCB Belprom-
steadhank, Priorhank, JSCB Selvnesheconombank and Belinvesthank,
The financial banking network comprises 463 bank branches, 12 resi-
dential missions of foreign hanks and monetary agencics of Russia,
Baluc States, Germany and Poland operate in Belarus.

The residents of the Republic of Belarus form the major share of the
resourge bage of the Belarusian banks (90, 5% as of 1,1,2005),

The interbank credit market 15 rapidly developing. Since 998, banks
effect interbank senlements using the BISS computerized svatem,

The law O Securities and Stock Exchanges spells ot basic prin-
ciples and procedures of forming the stock market and protecting foreign
investors. The primary securities market has been formed in Belamus,
Since 1998, the government seeunties and the National Bank securities
wre traded in the secondary market through the electronic trading system
of the Belarusian Currency and Stock Exchange, The National Bank
Central Depositary operates in the cleanng system.



TRANSPORT AND MOTOR ROAD SECTOR

Bclarus has an exclusively heneficial geographic location within the
transeurcpean system and is a link and a shortest way between East and
West, Due 1o this, the transport and conumunication’s added value of the
GDP accounted for 9.8% in 2004 (ranking second afier the indusiry).
This defines their significant role in the economy of Belarus.

Ratbway, motor, air, nver and pipeline modes of transport provide
transportation services. In addition, the urhan electric transport (tram,
trolley-bus and underground (in Minsk)) is sufficiently developed,

The railway transport dominates in the country’s transportation sys-
tem. The auwtomsobile transportation is also strongly established both in
the Belarusian transportation system and in the European transportation
services market.

Railway Transport. The Belarusian Railway has an operational
length of 5.5 thousand km, The most important railway junctions are
lecated in Minsk, Molodechno, Orsha, Baranovichy, Grodno, Volko-
vysk, Lida, Lunitets, Brest, Gomel, Zhlobin, Kalinkovichy, Mogilev,
Ogipovichy, Krchev, Vitebsk and Polotsk which serve the respective
centers of the Belarus and operate a long 2-6 directions.

The double-track electrified railway Brest — Minsk — Russian bor-
der, 894 km in length, on which freight trains may move with the speed

up to 100 kmv'h and passenger trains — up o 16 kmvh provides
favorable conditions for freight and passenger tratfic,

The BR freight turnover accounted for 93.3% and passenger turn-
over — 57_8% of the total iurnover of all medes of iransport in 2004,




The major tratfic flows run to the cast i
1o Russia and Asia-region countries,
o the north — o the Baltic Sea ports,
to the west— to the European countries —
and 1o the south — to the Black Sea region,

The western border railway infrasirsc-
ture 1= developed to adapt different track
RULIEES,

To provide o complete range of truns-
poration services, the BR border crossing
points are provided with the necessary
equipment 10 process a complete range of
the cargo being transported. The main
transferving facilities are located i Brest
and Grodne railway junctions,

Brest transshipment area is one of the
most important within the freight raffic
system of the main line and the Brest
Severny terminal plays a prvotal role. Here
the carge is transferred from cars with the
track suitahle for the West European track
gauge of 1,435 mm o the cars running on
the 1,520 mm rack gauge.

Great importance 15 atnbutes to contaner traffic — both transit and
export/import, and domestic. The stations are provided with 20 container
termiinals to handle large containers, 7 of them (in Baranovichy-Cent-
ralnoye, Brest-Sevemny, Vilebsk, Kolvadschy (Minsk), Lada, Pinsk, Orshi-

‘estochnaya) are equipped with facilities 1o handle not only 20-food, but
alzo 40-foor containers, as well as 19 terminals for handling medium
containers.

Significant atfention 15 paid not only o modemizing engineering
facilities of the terminals, bui also to improving existing services pro-
vided 1o the cargo owners to ship goods “from doos 1o doei”™. Currently,
thee goods are delivered to and from the majonty of terminals by the BR's
motor transport by the prineiple “ratlway station-consignes warchouse™,

The BR has a large park of large and medium containers to meet to the
maximum the needs of the Belarsian shippers.

The Belarusion Railway efficiently cooperates with Railways of
Russia, Poland, Germany and Lithuania i implementing a number of
projects of shipping cargo by specialized container and freight trains
which move according to the special approved schedules significantly
reducing the shipment time and are provided with the appropriate
engineering and information support.




The goods from Japan, South Korea and China maritime ports are
shipped by the Transsiberian route 2 times faster by such tramns than by
shipping over the Indian Ocean. The trains efficiently operating in the
transportation services market are as follows: Berlin — Brest — Minsk —
Muoscow Eastern Bind specialized container train running regularly
sinee October 1995 (the problem of extending its route tw Alma-Ata and
Makhodka has been solved); the Germany Poland Belars
Russia Ruissian Express shuttle train ranning daily since 1 September 1999;
Commonwealth container train nimning since 20 February 2001 along
the route Rotterdam port — Bremerhaven port — Brest — Bekasovo,

The BR has also an expenience of shipping refnigerator contaimers by
organized trams along the route Rotterdam — Berlin — Warsaw —
Minsk — MoscowSainl-Petersbure. The trial container train from China
to Grermany loaded with 40-foot containers ran through China, Kazakh-
stan, Russian, Belarusian, Polish and German railways, Since March 2002,
the specialized container train Mowgolian Fector began to run between
Brest— Maushky — Ulan Bator twice a month (davs 15 and 307

To reduce the nme of delivering containers being transported from
third 1o third countries (except CIS countries), the Protocol of stream-
lined procedure of customs clearance of transit goods transported by the
railway within the boundaries of the union siate was signed in the late
2001 between the Russian and Belarusian Customs Committess within
the framework of the Russia-Belarus Customs Union.

The Belarusian Railways jointly with Russian and Lithuanian Rail-
warys arrange iransporation of goods by container trains rom Scandi-
navian countrics along the route Klaipeda — Kalmingrad — Vilnius —
Minsk — Moscow,

To speed up handling of the organized trains and preliminary agree
the regime of the customs control of goods, the Brest rallway junction
has introduced the system for receiving a preliminary information from
forwarders and a handing-over railway station of the Polish National
Railways, and also offers computerized translation of shipping, nego-
tiable and accompanying documents.

The Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus has approved the
Program of Belarusion Railway Developmment up to 2000, 1t provides for
as follows: developing demestic production facilities for relling stock
repair; introducing novel energy saving technologies: placing orders
with the Belarusian industnial enterprises to load o the maximum their
capacities for production of components, spares and materals related to
transportation operations; import substitution; improving the tanft poli-
ey as well as replacing the rolling stock; developing and implementing
advanced processes.



The BR 15 developing relations most intensively with the Russian
railways, To increase freight traffic between Russia and Belars, on June
5 2000 the Russian Railways and Helarusian Railways signed the
Agreement On Freight Rates for Communication Between the Russian
Federation and the Republic of Belarus providing for the use of the BR
rates for international freight shipment through Russian Railways. On
January 28 2002, the Agreement On Procedure of Repulating Railway
Rates for Communication between the Russian Federation amd the Re-
public of Belarus was signed in Moscow.

The Belarusian Railways developed large enterprises {wagon depots)
intended primarily for repair and mamtenance of cars duning operation,
These wagon depots include Molodechno, Osipovichy, Virehak, Barana-
vighyand Lido.

For the Belarusian Railways to integrate into the European trans-
poriation network, one of the priority spheres is iis cooperation with the
international transportation agencies, namely, the Bailway Transport
Council of C15 and Baltic Countries, Intergovernmental Crganization of
Railways Cooperation, International Union of Railways, Europe Train
Forum, and Transsiberian Traffic Coordination Council.

Since 1996, Belaris is the mghtful member of the European Cornfe-
rence of Transport Ministers. The Belarusion Association of Interna-
tional Motor Transportation Carriers {BAIMTC) and Belarusian Asso-
ciation of International Forwarders (BAIF) have been established and
cificiently operate in Belarus,

The motor transport plays an important role in the Belanusian eco-
nomy. In 2004, it accounted for 35.8% of the total volume of freight
traffic and for ©.2% of the freight tumover by all modes of transport
{except pipeline transport).




As of the garly 2004, 177.0 thousand trucks operated in Bela-
rus, of them, 61,3% (108,35 thousand) are operated by companies
of various categories of ownership and 38.7% (68.5 thousand)
are privately owned by citizens.

— Mainly motor transport companies
= reporting to the Ministry of Transport
I and Communications of the Republic of
[ Belarus and Minsk Municipal Execu-
tive Commitiee provide bus passenger
service along the scheduled itineraries
of urhan, commuter and intercity lines,
(ver 48 thousand runs are made and

4.3 mullion passengers are serviced per
day on the average. The passengers are
serviced at 38 bus terminals. 110 bus
stations and 115 bus booking offices.

32 bus companies, 89 mixed and @ taxi
companies operate the passenger service
motor fleet. Public transport operates on
4,290 itineraries as of 1.1.2005: urban
and commuter — 3,606, intercity — 623
and international — &1,

COwer the last years, transit freight traffic through the Republic of
Belamus increased. [t has become a strategically important factor for
the Belarusian economy. Carriers from over 50 states perform motor
transit freight traffic through Belarus, Currently, the Republic of Be-
larus 13 the party to nearly 40 Agreements On International Motor
Service with 38 states.

In 20013, Belarusian carriers made over 600 thousand trips to 45 co-
untrics of Europe, CIS and Baltic States. 5.7% of state-owned legal
enfities, HL3% of prvate legal entities and 43.5% of self-employed
carriers were invelved in international motor traffic.

Motor Road Sector, Belarus has created a nearly oplimuim extensive
network of motor roads allowing a vear-round service to be maintained
actually with all settlements. The length of the public road network s
#1.2 thousand km, Mational roads play an important role i the road
network (length — nearly 17 thousand km) through which over 70% of
all cargo is transported.

The law of the Republic of Belarus Cn Motor Roads (passed in 1994)
delines legal, cconomic and organizational fromework of motor road
management. The Selovodor Department of the Ministry of Transport
and Communications performs executive, supervisory, regulatory and
other functions in the road management sphere,




Republican motor road companies Magistralaviodor and & Avio-
dors (one in cach Region) act as customers in the road economy
management strugture,

The State Program Soads of Belarus for 1997-2005 is being im-
plemented in the read sector prioritizing the fellowing: improving
transportation and operation conditions of existing roads; ensuring
stable transporiation links: furither developing international trans-
portation corridors, restructuring most heavy-traffic sections of
roads and bridges being in emergency condition.

Cieographically, the Republic of Belarus is on the crossroad of
main transportation routes linking the West-European states with the
East, regions of the Black Sea coast with the countries of the Baltie
Sea. 2 transeuropean lransporiation eomiders run through Belarus
and are designated as I (East-West) and IX (North-South) according
o the international classification, with the branch [IXH._

The highway M-8/E-95 — Russian Federation border — Vitebsk
CGiomel — Ukrainian border — runs 456 km through Belarus from
north to south and is a section of the Crete IX transportation cormidor
connecting Finland, Lithuania, Russia, Belorus, Ukraine, Maoldova,
Fomania, Bulgaria and Greece, The IXB branch of this corridor —
Ciomel — Minsk — Vilnius — Klaipeda — Kaliningrad — runs 468 km
through Belarus and provides access for the cargo owners to specia-
lized maritime ports of Klaipeds, Yentspils and Kaliningrad from
Eastern Ukraine and Central Russia.

The rehabilitation of the Minsk belt road, being the [XEB branch
of the Crete transportation corridor, became the most important
ropd-construction project i lerms ol the economic value and
complexity of engineering solutions, Belaviodor company rehabi-
litated this motor road into a modern iriple-triple thoroughfare over
the shortest time possible. 29 bridges and elevated roads, 25 under-
ground and above-ground passages were built on the road. For the
purpose of traffic safety, all crossings are made at different levels,
the road is equipped with elements of route orientation, antidazzling
structures, and noise shields, In addition, the Minsk belt road =
equipped with the eomputer-nided management system ineluding
weather stations, traffic intensity sensors, and treck weighing points,
All this allowed safe, comfortable and esthetically attractive road
environment to be created for passage of ever increasing traffic
around and inside the Belarusian capital.

The M-1/E-30 highway — Brest — Minsk — Russian Federation
border — i the section of the Crete [ comdor, Berlin — Warsaw —
Minzk — Moscow — Nizhny Novgorod, connecting Germany, Poland,



Belares and Russia, This transport corridor is considered by the Euro-
pean Union as the high-prionty cormidor among Crete comidors due to
important tralfie between East and West, 1t runs through Belarus 609 km.

Simce 1994, the M-LE-30 highway reconstrection project is
underway. The road modemnization on the scction from Ivatsevichy to
Minsk with the length of 234 km was completed in 1998, The rowmd
modernization costs amounied o USD 22 million, of this amount UST
50 million were granted as credit by the European Bank of Recon-
struetion and Development and USDT2 million were appropriated from
the national budger. In accordance with the loan agreement conditions
and Resolution of the Belarusian Government, the vehicle owners are
charged the toll for using this highway since | November [ 996,

In 1998, the reconstruction of fhe Bonsov-Chsha section of this
haghway 123 km in length was completed with funding from the national
bidget. In 1999, the modesnization of this road was continued at the
section from the Minsk bypass to Borisov with the lengthof 35 km.

Currently, M-1/E-30 highway is being modemized along two stra-
tegically important seclions Telmy-Kaozlovichy (exit from Poland)
19 km in length and Orsha-Redky (exit from Russia) 40 km in length,
A new bridge over the river Western Bug at the border check point
Kozlovichy-Kukuriky was built on this highway jointly with the
Ministry of Transport and Maritime Economy of the Republic of Poland
in 2004,

Alr Transport. The Republic of Belarus has the network of airports
linking the country with over 30 CIS citics and the major national an-
port — Minsk-2 International Airport — offers flights to o number of
citiez of Europe, Asia, America and Africa,




The Belarusian civil aviation operates the fleet including
14 types of arreraft and comprising over 80 airliners.

Since 1997, the largest national company Selavia i the member
of the International Air Transpont Association (LATA), It accounts
for nearly 90% of all passenger services, The company provides
regular service 1o Austria. Great Britain, Germany, Egypi, lsrael,
Ireland, ltaly, Cyprus, Latvia, Poland, Turkey, Czech Republic and
Sweden. The Selavia company is integrated into the modern Euro-
pean air trapsport structere and has commercial agreements with
4% air companies,

The Transavicexpors Company specializes in freight raftic to
the countrics of Europe. South America, South-East Asia amd
Maddle East.

Water Transport, The water transport is an integral compoenent
of the transportation sector of the Republic of Belarus providing
freight and passenger traffic through domestic waterways (nearly
2 thousand km in length) to riverside settlements and cargo handling
i L0 river ports located in the basins of all navigable rivers of Be-
larus, namely, the rivers of Pripyvat, Dnieper, Sozh, Berezina, Neman
and West Dvina,

The intermational waterway Bug — Pripyvat — Dmeper — Black
Seca muns through Belarus to transport diversified cargo. The river
ports of Gomel, Bobruisk, Brest and Mozyr are provided with a rail
pecess and are equipped (o handle the general cargo. The cur-
rent Belamssian river fleet operates modern transport and special-
purpose vessels.

The ports are equipped with high-performance floating and gant-
rv cranes and carge mechanized hines for operational cargo hand-
ling. The water transport companies operate a sizeable fleet and are
ready 1o cooperate in the sphere of freight tralfic on the rivers of
Eurape.,

The water transport structure comprises shipbuilding enterprises
building and repairing vessels and other floating vehicles. Ship-
kuilding vards and shipyvards operating modern production facilities
produce as follows: steel vessels of different designation, dead-
welght up to 3,000 ; aluminum hydrofoil passenger boats with capa-
city of 53 passengers; non self-propelled vessels for transporiation
of heavy machinery and equipment, bulk and other cargo to diffi-
cult-of-access areas.

Since 1999, the Rechitsa shipbuilding yord and shipvard has been
building the first Belarusian seagoing craft. The Republic ol Bela-
rus, being a landlocked country, develops its own merchant marine
with an aim of exporting goods to CI5 and foreign countries.



Pipeline Transportation. The national pipeling network comprises
gas pipelmes and o1l pipelines with service pipes connecting Belarus
with Russia, Ukraine, Lithuania and Poland.

Matural gas is imported from Russia by long-distance lines 1,700 km
in length through Belarus to Lithuania, Ukraine and West European
countries. b compressor plants operate in Belarus.

The total length of pipelines running through Belarus is over 3,000 k.
Russian crude o1l 15 imported through them o the Belamsian refinenes
and 15 delivered in transit to the West European countries. The pipelines
are high-capacity amd high-performance svstems, namely, Druzhia
{Friendship)  Kuibishev — Unecha — Maozyr — Brest, Unecha — Po-
lotsk, BMozyr — Brody — Uzhgorod, Polotsk — Ventspals); and Sur-
gut — Polotzk, The Dvazhba pipeline supplies crude oil 1o Polotsk, Mo-
#yrand Mazheikyai ( Lithuania) refincrics. This pipeline compriscs main
pipeline systems — Unecha — Polotsk, Polotsk — Ventspils, Polosk —
Birzhai — Mazheikyai — with a complete technological eyele.
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COMMUNICATION

Creneral

The naticnal governmental body administening the communication
sector 15 the Mimistry of Communication and Informatization of the
Republic of Belams.

12 organizations including 3 public jeint-stock companies (J5C) and
241 conmumnication Centers report to i

The following enterprises of supply equipment and devices 1o the
sector; Gomel Radio Manufacturing Plant and Mogilev Plant Zewir,
Molodechno Plant Specnck, Minsk Association of Compiiter Engi-
neering, PISC Svwvazinvest, and Tedemix Limited Liability Company.

Subject to the Decree of the President of the Republic of Belarus
(Mo 17 of 14 July 2003}, Resmilation On Licensing Business in the Com-
mugiceation Sector approved by the Resolution of the Couneil of Mini-
sters of the Republic of Belarus (Mo, 1387 of 20,10.2003), the Ministry
of Communication and Informatization is in charge for issuing licenses
o conduct business in e communication sector,

Foreign investments for developing the communication seclor are
attracted by predominantly cstablishing joint ventures, with the state-
owned organizations of the Ministry of Comminication and [nformsa-
tization being one of the promoters. 8 enterprises with foreign invest-
Ments incarperating organizations reporting to the Ministry of Comam-
nication and Informatization were established in the Republic of Bela-
mus: Belarusian-Netherlands JV Beleel, Lid, Belanusian-Swedish 1
Enirg Belfakta, Lid, Belarugian-US IV Cosmes TV, Belarusian-US IV
BA fernaional, L, Belarusian-Ruossian-Switzerland 1V MAK Soifa-
miinar, Belarsian-Cyprus IV Mohite Digitel Commnication, Lrd,
Belarusian-British 1V Susiness Metwork, Lid. and Belanusian-Russian



The Belarusian Communication Admi-
nistration 15 a member of o number of in-
termational agencies, namely, the Interna-
tional Electrical Communication Union ===
(IECLY, Universal Postal Union (UPLD,
International Space Communication Or-
mantzntions (dnterspoiik, Eutelsar, fmar-
sar), Regional Communication Commiimi-
vy (RCC)H, and it al=o has the status of the
muthorieed body in the fetedar,

International and Trunk Communication

Prior to 1992, the intemational telephone network actually was
nonexistent i Belorus, The outgomg international calls from Belarus
beyvomd the CIS were dialed up throwgh the Moscow International
Automatic Exchange. Trunk exchanges in Brest and Vilebsk required
urgent modemization, since subscribers in those regions could not get
automatic nternational communication services.

To create o reliable communication system using state-of-the-art
technologies and most fully mecting the needs in communication ser-

wviges, the Program of Development of Communication Facilibes in the
Fepublic of Belarus up to 2000 and Program of Development of Com-
munication Facilitics in the Republic of Belarus in 2000-2005 prioni-
tized the major targets, One of the targets was to modemize the elecirical
communicabion network by changing over from the analog 1o digital
equipment, expanding it and providing to the subseribers a wider range
of modern and high=quality communication services. To address the
pricoty fangets. the MIC received the target loan (USD 38,8 million)
from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development and since
the end of 1992 it concluded a number of contracts for supply and
commissioning of the electrical communication equipment. The interma-
tiomal and trunk electnical communication networks have been techm-
cally refurbished and modernized by replacing analog exchanges with
digrital, such as EWSD, AXE-10, Aleatel- 1000, C-12, M10C and ARE-13
interlinked by digital communication channels using S1H cquipment.

The optical-fiber communication ling (OFCL ) using the synchronous
digital hierarchy equipment of STM-4 level (622 Mbit's) and 8TM-16
level (2.5 Ghit's) connects Minsk trunk exchanges with Regional cen-
ters, The Unified Maintenance Center has been created 1o control the
condition and operation of the international and trunk switched tele-
phone network. The digital elecirical communication network has been
developed to integrate earlier individual services for teansmission of
speech, text, duta and images into the unified integral servicing network.
Services of this network are provided o 34 states,



The channel-wide signaling system No.7 is being svstemnatically
implemented at the intemational, intercity and local levels, This commi-
nication is cstablished along 16 foreign and all trunk directions, thereby
allowing to organtee forward and through intermational channels. Forward
digital streams o 27 foreign states have been organized. Oulgoing inter-
national welephone calls are dialed up through 2 automatic infemarional
telephone exchanges (AITE), Forward communication channels link with
the major economically developed countries worldwide. 99.7% of sub-
seribers of public networks may have access 1o automatic international and
trunk communication network.

The transeuropean optical-fiber communication line (OFCL) War-
saw — Hrest — Minsk was commissioned in 1997, [igital streams are
directed to Crech Republic, Slovenia, Slovakia, Switrerland, Austria,
Germany, the Netherlands, Greal Britain and Latvia, The optical-fiber zone
communication lines wsing the digital svstem equipment with 34 Mbit's
and 155 Mbit's have been built, The STM equipment-based optical-fiber
communication ling between Belarms and Russia has been comimissio-
ned — this is the fifth intermational line using the synchronous digital
hierarchy { SDH) equipment. The line provides the short-cul from Bussia o
the countries of Central and East Europe, and from Belarus to Kazakhstan,
Central Asia and Caucasus republics, A similar optical-fiber cable line pro-
vides connectivity to all neighbaring countries. [n addition, this allowed the
telecommunication nterstate services to be substantially upgraded to a
higher quality and all types of medem services to be provided — telephony,
data transmission. audio and video information.

To enhance durabdlity of the synchronows digital transmission systems
being in use, the primary Belarusian network using the ring communication
circuits has been developed, the ring of main line Minsk — Vitchsk —
Mogilev — Bobrisk — Minsk using the STM-16 equipment has been
built and the SDH main network using the existing equipment M3H-31 and
MEH-11 has been rehabilitated. The rings Minsk — Brest — Gomel —
Minsk and Minsk — Slonim — Grodno — Oshmyany — Minsk have
been constructed. Following the principles of the mtemational cooperation
in the telecommmunication sphere and using favorable geographical position,
Belarus has become a pary to the imtemational projects TELTET, TAE, ITUR
using national synehronous network lines as components of these projects,

The TEL project {Trans-European Communication Line) links the
countries of the Central and Eastern Europe. The TET project connects this
region with West and South Eurepe, Middle East and Morth Africa, as well
as with USA and Canada through the TAT transatlantic cable, Under the
TAE project ( Trans-Asia-European Communication Ling), the optical-
fiber communication line links Asia and Central Europe. Upon implemen-
tatwon of the ITUR project (Naly-Turkev-Ukrame-Russia), Belarus has ob-
tained forward digital channels fo lialy.

The superimposed digital network is built based on the Siemens EWSD
digital switching facilities and currently covers the Minsk arca all Regional
and 18 District centers.



The nng interstation communication of the Minsk municipal tele-
phone network i in operation o network the municipal automatic ex-
changes through the OPCL, s well as imermational, trunk exchanges and
the SDM, The group telephone communication and videoconterence
communication services are provided. The Direct Call service to link
with the USA. Canada, Great Brtam, the Netherlands, Singapore,
Poland, Germany, MNew Zealand, Finland, Hungary and Slovema are
offered. A complex of satellite-communications earth stations to provide
a telephone communication, data transmission and exchange of tele-
vision programs with Canada, India, Isracl, Kyrgyestun and the USA has
been commissioned, A modern powerful high-rate main network has
been created. The equipment of synchronous digital hierarchy of the
STM-1. 4, 16 level were used to build the main and 30% of intrazone lines,

The length of intemational communication channels is over 20 ths
channel-kilometer, more that half of them being OFCL{63%),

The total capacity of automatic trunk exchanges exceeded 80 thou-
sand channels, with the electronic system making up 85%,

Urhan and Rural Telephone Communication

The tuming point of development and modemization of urban and
rural telephone networks was digitization and creation of nng svstem of
inferstation communications by laying optical-fiber commumnication
lines, The secondary telephone switched network operates digital switch-
ing systems of the EWSD, AXE-10 and 5-12 ai the international and
trunk levels, To improve the quality of services, the Minsk Special Elec-
tronic Communication Center (SECC) has been refurbished using the
EWSD equipment, amd, as a result, the Center iz able to provide an engi-
neering suppert (o the intelligent network services and Internet integral
SCIYICCS,

The total capacity of the local telephone network exceeded 3.3 mil-
liom numbers, of them, 2.7 million in urban telephone networks and
11 thousand in rural telephone networks, Over 4 thousand automatic
exchanges are in operation, of them, 51% are digital, 2001 thousand
pavphones are in operation, Obsolete payphones are replaced with new
generation of AGAT-07 payphones providing intemational and trunk
communication. Since 2000, advanced ielephone cards Eurochip have
been introduced. This allowed the customers to have acoess fo the inter-
national petwork dialing up from the payphones, In addition, Belers-
divekt provide services by using service telephone cards (5TC) along
10 directions.

Chut of 100 residents, 37.8 urban residents and 22,9 rural residenis
have their own telephiones, This indicator ranks Belaras first among the
C15 countries. The coverage of the home communication direct service
(HCDS) allowing the visitors coming to the republic to call to their
country by the prepaid card is expanding. 19 HCDS directions are open-
ed. The computerized svatem of billing for electrical commumication
services amd the system of technical accounting and certification of line
structures, centralized repair burcavs and information services have been
designed and are being introduced,



Television and Sound Broadeasting, Wire Broadeasting

25 powerful television stations and 22 repeaters provide ope-
ration of the television hroadcasting network. They mount and
operate 140 television transmitters of different power distributing
the programs of the First National Tefevision Channel, ONT,
Lad, 8TV, Russia, NTV and 1% private programs.

. 212 radio broadeasting transmiticrs of
different frequency bands (including 79
transmitters operating at 37.5-108 MHz)
translate the following programs: First
Nationa! Channel of Belarusion Rodic,
Crlteere, Radins FM, Capital, and also
Regional broadeasting and 17 commercial
programs. Belansian programs are broad-
cast o the countries of West Europe, na-
mely, France, Great Britain, Germany,
Switzerland, ltaly, Austria, Poland and
others, as well as to the Russian Fede-
ration, Ukraine and Baltic States.

Broadeasting programs are distributed
through radio relavs, the total length of
which is over 3.5 thousand km. Totally,
T4 relay stations are in operation. 624 ra-
dio relay centers operate in the Belarus.
They broadcast to 3,300 thousand radio
receivers, The total length of wire broad-
casting lines is 855 thousand kilometers.

Land Muohile (Cellular, Trunking, Radinpaging) and Satellite
Radio Communication

Developing and expanding the mobile radio communication is one of
the priorities in developing communication services market.

Currently 3 cellular communication operators are available in the
Republic of Belars to provide services of four cellular communication
networks of the following standards: SV Beleeld, Led (NMT-250 network),
IV Beleel, Lid (IMT-MC-4500, 1V Maobile Digital Commrication, Lid
(GEM 900/ TE00 network ), TV Mobile TeleSystems, Lad (GSM 90071800
nerwork).

The cellular communication operators in the Republic of Belarus
provide a complete range of services for their subscribers, for example,
the IV MO, Lid provides WA and GPRS services in addition to
conventional services, while the JV SefCel Lid provides mobdle
Internet services based on [MT-MC-250 network.




In November 2004, the third operator of the 90071800 MHz GSM
standard was registered in Belarus PISC Belarnstion Telecomm-
mieetion Network,

The rrunkeng-type natonel rudictelephone system based on the open
European standard MPT 1327 operates in Belarus, The system operates
inall Regional centers and in Minsk,

The radio communication networks based on local frunking communi-
cation syvstem Kosa-T, produced by the Linitary Enterprise Les operate in
tovwmis and Regional centers sinee 1997, The systen has been deploved at
the begmming of 2005 and is being operated in 32 Districts of the country.

In Movember 19940, a complex of satellite-communications carth sta-
tions (SCES) — Tefeport — was commssioned i Belans, This com-
plex was built sinee the SCES allow for communication with a number
of regions worldwide which cannot be reached through cable systems or
communication throwgh them is not cost-ellective,

2 commissioned saellite communication statkons allow for six 2 Mbit's-
siream, as well as reception and transmission through one television
channel. One station 15 integrated inte the fmferspubmk system and
services the Central Asia and the Indian Ocean states. The second station
is integrated into the Ietelsar system io service the Atlantic Ocean and
Mediterranean Sea states through 705 satellite. The project of further
expansion of the Telgport including the television equipment has been
developed, The ouler space component of the feterspuinik comprises
communication satellites of Govizont and Express-type and also Cirls-
type bropdeasting satellites, The “fixing=-mobile” channel has been
provided in the famarsat system ollowing any telephone set of the
Belarusian public network to communicate with mobile terminals of
three fmarsat system standards sctually inany part of the world.

Mational Data Transmission MNetwork. Intermet Network. New
Communication Services

The priorty sphere of the development of the BefP4X data trans-
mission network is to expand to the maximum facilities and technigues
of access to the Intemet for all categonies of users. The Belarusian natio-
nal BelPAK network comprises 37 switch-ing points. The network s
hailt by the radial-punction principle. The central junction s located in
Minsk and oll Regional junctions are interconnected using 8 Mbit/s-
stream SDH network.,

The netwaork was modermized in 2002,
The reference network comprising 18 juic-
tiens inferconnectad with the optical-fiber
lines with the data transmission rate of
1 Gikit/s has been buili in Minsk, The total
capacity in the BelPAK network is above
4 thousamd poris. The network allows for
providing a wide range of services using
madern transports, meluding switched and
nan-switched aecess o the Inemet.




In addition to the Republican Association Unitary Enferprise Bel-
felecown, 56 providers are licensed to provide Internet access services.
Thee todal mumbser of Internet users exceeds 1.5 million, 130 points of the
shared access o Internet services with 364 waork stations operate in Be-
larus, The Internet is accessible throughout Belams, The throughput of
channels allowing connectivity to the Intemet network is up to 300 Mbit's.

The miernational [nernet node equipment wsing two CISCO 7507
routers of the same tvpe has been modemized. The systems of the non-
swilched Intermel access specifically through the [SDN network — pro-
vider aeeess — have been further expanded.

To provide higher-level Internet services in terms of speed and quali-
ty, the ADSL-acoess service is offered in Minsk and Begional centers.

The first stage of a principally new national system of the switched
aceess o the Internet without a password has been commissioned. This
system covers all Regional and District centers in Belarus. The specific
feature of this access system is the absence of a contractual basis, that is,
any individual may have access to the Internet if he'she has a computer, a
modem and a telephone line, The Intermet services are paid simulta-
necusly with telephone services,

The server of the Administration of the President of the Republic of
Belams has been developed to inform local and foreign Intemet users
about the activity of the President, position of the Republic of Belarus
regarding urgent issues of the domestic and foreign policy, its history and
culture and integration processes with Russia, The server also provides
the Intemet users with the information regarding the structure and func-
tioning of the supreme, executive, legislative and judicial authorinies.

The problems relating to providing services to subscribers remately
located from the network switched centers (10-20 km) are being solved.
To address this target, the Belarusian-British JV Business Network has
been established with involvement of foreign invesiors, Perspective 1P-
telephony services have been launched for Saint-Petersburg and Lenin-
gradskaya Region (providing telephone calls through data transmission
networks using the 1P protocol). Commercial services of connecting
users to the international Rewters agency and data transmission using
Fiamte Belay techinology have been initiated. The French SAGEM fieim
installed the intemational ELTEX telegraph station with 1,000 network
entries that allowed telegraph networks ATA and TELEX 1o be combimed
and subseribers residing not only in Belarus, but in other countries to be
conmecled.

Currently, the Republican Association Unitary Enterprise Selte-
lecom operates about 10 thousand telegraph channels and about 3 thou-
sand user's sets of the ATATELEX network, and 18 centers of the pack-
et switching network.



Postal Communication and Philately

The postal communication in Belares is state-regulated and is a uni-
fied network of postal communication enterprises operating os an inte-
grated production complex. 118 city and district communication centers,
3,794 post-offices, including 3,024 rural post-offices and 42 mobile
post=offices provide public postal communication services, Since 1993,
the international Express Ml Service (EMS) was introduced in Belars.
The EMS network covers all Regional centers, as well as 110 set-
tlements. The items of the Express Mail Service are mailed to 189 coun-
tries worldwide.

Since 1995, the local express mail serviee “mailed today-tdeli-
vered today™ and “mailed today-delivered tomormow™ was introduced.
In 19951997, the ACS MAHD — POCHTA automated system of con-
rolling the processes of reception, processing and mailing incoming,
outgoing and transit dispatches with parcels and letters was developed
and introduced.

Since 1993, the Belarusian postal service independently operates
with all countnies worldwide. The foreign economic activity is based on
the Actz of the Universal Postal Union and on bilateral and multilateral
operator agreements, The serviee of mailing Belarusian goods by inter-
national and imtercity catalows 15 offered in Belarus carming annually
pbout USD 30 thousand, Since 1998, the list of countries, o and
from which money may be iransferred, was extended {currently 16 count-
ries). Elecironic transfers may be exchanged with 300 Russian cities
wnd towns,

The thematic of postage stamps is diverse. They depict history, cul-
ture, flora, fauna. historical events, eminent persons and achievements in
spience, engineering and sport of the Republic of Belarus, The first
Belarusian postage stamp was put into circulation 200 March 1992 —
Cross of 56 Efrasinnia of Polacak. Since that time, nearly SM) postage
stamps and blocks have been put into circulation, The Belarusian
philatelic products are distributed among foreign stamp collectors by the
Associntion since 1996,

The Public Designing and Research Emerprise Giprosviez and
Higher National Communication College form the sector’s scientific and
engmeering potential. The joumal Fesik Smvazi (Commumication
Herald) iz issued.

EN. Petravsky

Adaitiomal information;

« Ministry of Communication and Informatization of the Republic of

Belarus
It wowows mplgov by



TOURISM

The development of Belarus as a tourist state 15 defined by its geo-
eraphical location and continuously inceeasing significance as a tramsa
country for moving people, transferring capital and handling come-
modities and services an the routes between West Europe and Russia,
Scandinavia and Asia,

Belarus possesses exclusively high natural and historical and culteral
potential being favorable for promaotion of the international tourism,
Belames is characterized by a relatively mild climate, fine landscape in
which floodplain lowland altermates with moraine ndges, meadows and
wooded aress, sbundance of rivers and lakes and by the absence of large
mining and industrial areas. The republic has a compact area, & dense
network of rural and urban (specifically small and medium) settlements,
and the developed infrastruciure of road
cormmunications, Over 16 thousand histori-
cal and cultural monuments, nearly 100 cen-
ters of folk handicraft indusiries and crafis,
dozens of spots of traditional weaving and
embroidery, pottery, plaiting, saddlery and
50 forth are available in wrban and rural arcas.
Alongside with wildlife areas and reserves,
willages and towns form mntegrated sancio-
aries in which the intact historical environ-
mment s mterwoven with a traditonal hifestyle.

Belarus is the couniry with ancient and
rich history and ofiginal culture,




The following offers fine opportunities for promoeting the cognitive
ToMarisin:

* historical and culiwral monuments — historical center of Grodno
(the city of superb kings” castles), monwments in Polotsk (spirital
source and first capital of the Belarusians), Nesvizh (the capital of the
family of the Radzvills), Movogrudok, Mir Castle (included into the list
2000, fortress-type churches in Syiko-
vichy and Muravanka, Brest Fortress, Lida
Castle, Bobruisk fortress, monuments of
Pinsk, Slonim { Northarn Atheny and Esra-
te af Muses as it was named m the past),
Mogilev, Gomel {palace and park ensemb-
le in the classicism siyle, Peter and Faul
Cathedral), Mstislav] and Vitebsk (the caty
ol artists and poets where the world renow-
ned artist Mare Chagall created his works);

« sites related to important histoncal
cvents — Novogndok (creation of the
Gramd Duchy of Lithuania), Grodno (the
second and third division of Reeczpospo-
lit), Polotsk (the center of ong of the most
ancient Slavic Principalities), Zhirovichy
(#hirovichy Holy Assumption Monastery,
location of the Zhirovichy God’s Mother
wonder-working icon), Brest (the 1596
Church Union, 1918 Peace Treaty between
the Soviet Russin and Germany, heroic
defense of the Brest Fortress in 1941,
Khatyn bMemarial (the village of Khatyn in
which tascists burnt all residents i 19435,




+ sites related to the names of prominent historical figures — A, Mits-
kevich ( Zaosive, Novogrudok, the Svityar lake, Shchorsy, Baltseniky,
Tuganowichy b, M, Oginsky (Slonim, Grodno, former family estate of the
Ohmskeys m Zalessiyve), E. Ozheshlo (Milkovshching, Grodno, Lyudvine-
vy, Zakozel), 1. Domeiko (Medvedka, Shchuchin), F. Skarvna (Polotsk),
Simeon Folotsky (Polotsk), T, Kostyushko {Kossovo, Syakhnovichy, Grod-
ne), M. Chagall {Lioeno, Vitehsk), Headguariers of Nikolas I in Megiley;

+ muscums in Minsk, Grodno, Vitehsk, Polotsk, Gomel, Mogiley,
Brest, Slomim, Novogrudok, Baranovichy, folk an museum in Raubichy,
fiolk crafis museum in Vetka, Ya, Kupala sanctuary, Ya. Kolas reserve,
and the museum of material culture in the village of Dudutky (40 km
firom Minsk at the picturesque bank of the Prich river);

= centers of folk handicrafl mdustry and crafls — glass-manule-
turing plants in Borisov and Berezovka, pottery and ceramic ware in
Ivatsevichy, Bobrusk and Motol village, wood painting and carving in
Ivenets and Budslav, inlaid work in Zhlobin, flax plaiting in Maolo-
dechno, weaving in Motol village, straw plating/mlaying i Mogile,
and souvenirs factories in Minsk, Brest, Pinsk and Gomel,

Belarus has high natural potential for tounsm development. This
includes spacious, well-maintained forest, foresi-lake amd forest-river
natural complexes comprising natural monuments, diverse flora and fau-
na, madural medical resources (medicinal mineral water, mud-peat and
sapropels), game and fish arcas, picturesque landscapes offering good
opportunities for walking, horseback, bike, water (boat, motor ship,
kavak, sailing) tours, recreation and rehabilitation,



6.1% of the couniry's area are covered by specifically prodected
namral complexes, among which the most significant are the National
Parks Belovezhskayva Pushcha, Narochansky, Braslay Lakes {(pnistine
wilderness), Pripyaisky (unique combination of natral, culural and
historical heritage), Berezinghy Siogphere Reserve (a tfine area of wilder-
ness in the middle of Europe). Wildlife Reserves Nulibokskava Pushoh,
Blue Lakes and others.

The National Park Narochansky offers a vear-round receeation. The
spa zone accommodates guest cottages and recreational institutions,
26 tounist and recreation posts are constructed on the lake's picturesque
branks, the visitors are offered game and fishing tours).

The Natwnal Park Belovezhskava Pu-
shoha (one of the first reserves in the
world) offers tounisis the Fiskaly and Ka-
menvieky hotels, Counr Tvshkevich House
cottage and Peverov house.

Maore than 30 hunting reserves located
in all regions of Belarus offer their services
in organizing hunting tours. The ecolo-
gical rural and sport tounsmis developing.




The tourists may find interesting facts about the history of Belarus, its
folk art, combat glory, culture and art by visiting 125 museums, 24 the-
atres and centers of folk handicratt mdusiry and crafis in Minsk, Polotsk,
Gomel, Mogilev, Brest and in many other towns and wrban settlements.

Mot only the capital of Belanus — Minsk, — but also Regional citics
and provincial towns offer genuine Belarusian hospitality and comfort.
The tourists may find sceommoedation in 265 hotels, 185 rest houses and
133 spas, over 3 thousand restaurants, cafes, bars and more than
2040 large sports facilities offer their services.

Currently, to rationally use national sacred places and most valuable
matural complexes, the tourist industry has been subject o restruciuring
to become an important component of recreation and health reha-
balitation of the people, as well as a potential source of revenues to the
national budget. Enabling environment 15 being ereated to altract in-
vesiments to this scctor.

The tourist service market based on new forms of business relations
began to develop in the early 905 The framework defining operation of
tourist companies has been designed, tourist business licensing has been
introduced. regulatory and legal acts repulating reception and servicing
of forcign tourists, sport hunting and fishing for forcigners have been
drawn up and put inte effect, servicing standards in the hotel industry
have been introduced and the problem of frontier openness and free
crossing of the Belarsian border by foreigners has been settled




At the current stage, the Government attnibuted great importance to

establishing bilateral and multilateral relations with other states in the
tourism sphere and prometing cooperation with international tourist
agencies. Belarus has expanded the range of services provided to foreign
tourists: hunting and fishing tourism, tounst recreation, various tours
related to sport and cultural activities and congress tourism.

Currently, tourist facilities are being constructed and rehabilitated at a
large scale, and an enabling environment for operation of tourist com-
panies and advertising/information support of the couniry’s wourist in-
dustry 15 being created.

Mountain skiing resoris Logeisk and Silichy, residence of Uncle Frost
itt Belovezhskava Pushcha and tourist facilities in reseives have been
built, the Augisroveky and Dveieper-Bug Canals are being restored, ete,
The new hotels are intensively being built and old ones are being re-
constructed, the best of them are located in Minsk, Vitehsk and Gomel
and are certified as 3 and 4-star hotels,

The mountain skiing/sportrehabilitation complex Logolsk is located
30 km north of the capital of Belarus in Minsk Distnict, The nwost
attractive natural feature of this area of Belarus 15 its relief for which it
wis named the Belarusian Switzerfand. Owing to the natural landscape.
the mountain skiing resort of the international level was built, The resort
offers a comfortable 50-room hotel, a billiard room, a bar-cate, wooden
rest houses, a restaurant, a sauna, a hlring st a children's pl.'lyg:munrl,
a B00-m long lighted route with an elevation difference of 800 m egquip-
ped with acska il wibing, a parking and a lol more o the visilors.



The Uncle Frost residence in the Mational Park Belovesfsbava Pu-
shicha began to function in December 2003, This cultural and tourist
facility was smoothly mtegrated into the infrastructure of the entire tou-
rist cormnplex of Belovezhokava Pushcha. It served as a basis for forming a
new tradition of celebrating the Mew-Year festivitics for adults and
children. The residence comprises the estate of the Uncle Frost, the hou-
seof the Snow Giirl, the Uncle Frost’s musewm, a windmill, a miracle well,
wooden sculptural compositions 2 Menths and Seow White and Seven
Dy, as well as a number of outlets, service and enterftamment faei-
lities, The d0-meter natural Gr ree, the highest one in Europe, 15 located
within the residence area. The Uncle Frost's residence operates all the
vear round,




OF great significance is the Trans-European Communication Corm-
dor (TEC) — Paris — Berlin — Warsaw — Heest — Minsk — Orsha
Moseow, The mjor part of the transin tounst route Selarasdan Egiaior nns
through the TEC. Unigue recreation and tourist resources not only of the
naticnal, but intemational significance are concentrated within the area
of this corridor, with the tounst infrastrecture being developed along it

The Trans-European Commumication Corridor with the tourist
infrastructure o be formed on the west-gast reute is not the anly transport
tourist corridor in Belarus, The highway Saini-Petersburg — Vitebsk
Mogiley — Gomel — Kiev connecting Scandinavian countres with the
Black Sea countrics and being an ancient trade and cultural route to
Europe is also of great signilicance. The tournsts routes from Farasgians
tor Coveeks and Foffowing the Wavs of Fikings which are 1o become ane of
the most popular will run alomg the Belarsian section of the Vitehsk-
Gomel Corridos. These future routes” novelty resides in a historical link
of Belarus with ancient trade and cultural routes of Europe and East,

The following international fourists routes passing through the territory
of 34 bosdering member-countries of the Central European Initiative (CE)
were developed within the intermational integration progrnm Ewvecan
Crltnral Rowiex of the Counctl of Europe: Casiles and Fovtresses i the CEF
Member-Conrtries and Cherehes and Cathedrals in Central Evrope,

Belorus is conststently working on the integration into the interna-
tiomal 1urisn conmunity,

A number of intergovernmental agreements in the tourism sphere has
heen concluded in the recent years with the following countries: Maol-
dova, India, Cyprus, Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, Poland, Romania, Syria,
Yugoslavia, Latvia, Armenia, Tadjikistan, Kyrgyvestan, and Lithuania,

The agreements to be concluded with Estonia, Israe] amd Slovakia are
umder preparation.

Festivals and folklore festivities held in Belarus, including the Inter-
naticnal Festival of Ans Slovvansky Sazar fn Virehsk, internstiona
festivals of Medieval Age Culture in Mesvizh, Novogrodok and Zaslav
and national and international sport competitions are becoming atirac-
tive tpurist events.

A number of projects being of primary importance for the tourism
development are being implemented in Belarus within the framework of
international programs (TACIS, UNDP, UNESCO), This includes, first
of all, the development of a cultural and tourist zone based on the castle
complexes ol Mir and Nesviel (Mie-Nesvizl) and commissioning ol the
Belarusian stretch of the Augustovaky Canal,

Oheer 500 legal entities and sole businessmen having the license of the
Ministry of Sport and Towrism of the Republic of Belarus are involved in
the tourist business in Belarus, The largest local tour operators owing a
subsiantial part of the Belarusian infrastructure facilities include tourist
agencies of the Trade Unions Federation of Belars, Administration of
Adftairs of the President of the Republic of Belans and the National Tou-
rist o Seltnteris of the Ministry of Sport and Tourisim.



The Mational Tourism Agency has been established to certify and
standardize tourist services and retrain personnel.

The multidimensional problem Belars faces in developing the tou-
rist industry as one of the economy’s priority sectors, the intersectoral
character of the tourist industry and activity, impontance of wurism for
healih rehabilitation and healihy way of life and for education of the ris-
ing generation through cognition of historical and culiwral values, all this
explains why the Government attributes such great atfention 1o tounsm,

K Movozov, KA, Fankoverko

Addisional informaiion:

* Main Department Spa and Sanatonium Activities Center
ThentrKuvort Admimstration of Affairs of the President of the Re-
public of Belarus
hittpe/ arwrwotpusk_ by

» Mational Tourism Agency of the Republic of Belarus
hittpe/fwww touragency. by

« Republican Tourist Unitary Enterprise SELINTOURIST of the
Republic of Belams
Tt/ belintourist by

* Tourist and Excursion private Unitary Enterprise Selarisiouriss
hitp:fwww belarustourist.net

+ Public Commercial Unitary Enterprise Mogilevabitrise
Tittpe/wewew tumist. cgis. by

+ Mon-Giovernmental Association Agre and Ecotourism
hittpe/ararwruralbelaros by

» Mational Mountam Skiing Resort Center Silichy
httprwww silichy. by



